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@ 2026 NATIONAL PEKAPEKA HUI SUMMARY

The 2026 National Pekapeka Hui was hosted by Finding Franklin Bats - a community conservation
group dedicated to bat research, predator control and local engagement in Franklin.

The hui was intentionally organised as a grassroots initiative that brought together mana whenua,
community conservationists, scientists, school children, private landowners, and government
agencies to share knowledge, stories, tools and ideas about understanding and protecting our
amazing native bats.

A relaxed, friendly atmosphere fostered connection, korero and deep engagement with all things

pekapeka. Manaakitanga from Ngati Te Ata Waiohua and Finding Franklin Bats was reflected by
low registration fees, inclusive sessions for all interests, locally-sourced food, evening meals and

entertainment.

rborists are encouraged to create hollows
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Pek.apeka are very for bat roosting. Existing human-made
engaging and can. boost hollows are being monitored for bat use
the_corhmu.mty with findings to come. Hollows can be made
partIC|pat.|on n y.our in dead or living trees (where safe to do so)
e (i e, to expand the potential available habitat.
- Sharleen McClay, Pest Free

K South Auckland / k - Fredrik Hjelm, The Living Tree Company /
/Citizen Science is a robust\

option for gathering data and
engaging community. Finding
Franklin Bats is an example of
a community mobilised to
lead high quality, scientific
bat conservation work.

K - Ben Paris, Auckland Council /




e MATAURANGA MAORI

Matauranga Maori is the body of knowledge and values held by Maori communities.

Edith Tuhimata - Ngati Tamaoho - explained that in Te Ao Maori, pekapeka connect the spiritual
and physical worlds and in doing so, symbolise duality and balance. They are considered children of
Hine-nui-te-po; the goddess of the night and underworld, and are revered for the wisdom and
perception required to navigate in darkness. Pekapeka are also regarded with caution because of
their association with the hokioi - a mythical eagle that flies at night and was believed to be a
harbinger of death.

Jade Watkin - Kai Tahu - emphasised the importance of matauranga Maori in supporting pekapeka
conservation. She highlighted that korero with mana whenua can bring to life new local pekapeka
knowledge and encouraged researchers and conservationists to reach out and meet face to face
with local iwi and hap.

Pekapeka - NZ bats - are taonga that deserve respect and care. We must be mindful of animal
welfare at all times, be intentional in our work and treat them like whanau. Pekapeka are an

important part of the natural world.

Healthy, thriving pekapeka = a healthy, thriving environment = healthy, thriving people.
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/Pekapeka are taonga\

with strong spirtual and
symbolic meaning for
Maori. Connecting with
mana whenua can bring
new information and
meaning to your
pekapeka project.
- Edith Tuhimata, Ngati Tamaoho

K - Jade Watkin, Kai Tahu /

/ Bat boxes have less stable
microclimates than natural
roosts. Installing bat boxes in a
range of area could provide
microclimate options for
pekapeka.

KAimee O’Sullivan, University of Waikato/
( Low cost, \

solar-powered
security
cameras can
be used for
24/7 visual
monitoring.
- Paul Arthur,

\ CREST /
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Artificial light at night is very disruptive for pekapeka,
especially if it contains blue light - like many LEDs do.
- Nick Ling, University of Waikato
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Playing recorded bat\

calls/stimuli as a lure can
improve catch success for
bat monitoring. NZ bat
stimuli works better than
European bats.
- lan Davidson-Watts,

k Davidson-Watts Ecology /

?rapNZ is a very powerfu\l

way to capture data that
informs your conservation
decisions while also
empowering your
community.

/Wind farms are dangerous for
bats and more monitoring is
needed to quantify impacts in
Aotearoa NZ.

- Stevie Florent, University of

k - Andy Saunders - TrapNZ /

NZTA Waka Kotahi
has produced a Bat

Management Guide.
- Fiona Davies - AECOM

Canterbury

Thermal cameras are really
effective for bat monitoring
with higher accuracy than

visual or acoustic monitoring.

- Michael Jones, Tou Roa Ecology

e TE PAPA ATAWHAI - DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

DOC's Bat Recovery Group works hard to identify key threats to pekapeka, track national threat
status and trends, develop and provide technical advice, standards and certification, undertake
research and conservation interventions and collaborate with the wider pekapeka community.

e

CONNECTION, COLLABORATION AND CREATIVE SOLUTIONS

The pekapeka community is growing - and so is our collective knowledge and passion for these
taonga species. The best conservation outcomes will come from working together: sharing ideas,
pooling resources, working on creative solutions and pursuing collaborative funding opportunities.

By connecting across regions and organisations, we can tackle the knowledge gaps that matter
most. If these hot takes have sparked your curiosity or an idea, reach out to others, share your
thoughts and build something greater together.
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